"Anci ent Met aphysi cs and Natural Phil osophy"
(From Phil osophic O assics, Volune |: Ancient Philosophy, 4/E)

PRESOCRATI CS - must check to see what fragnents are avail able
Thal es. Anaxi mander. Anaxi nenes.

Pyt hagor as.

Xenophanes.

Her acl i t us.

Par meni des. Mel i ssus.

Zeno of El ea.

Enpedocl es.

Anaxagor as.

Denocritus (and Leuci ppus).

PLATO.
Phaedo.
Meno.
Republic (Book I, 336b-349b; 350d-354b; I1, 357a-362c; 367e-376e; 111, 412b-4
445e; V, conplete: 449-480a; VI-VII, 502c-521b).
[two | ectures]
Par neni des (127-135).
Theaet et us (sel ections).
Ti maeus (27d- 34b).

ARI STOTLE

Physi cs (Book Il conplete). [two | ectures]
Met aphysi cs (Books | and Xl | conplete).

On the Soul (Books Il, 1-3; 111, 4-5).

Add al so [course pack]:
On Generation and Corruption (Part?)
Met eor ol ogy (Book 1V)

LATER GREEK
Lucretius (& Epicureani sm

Expl anati on:
| have selected "Ancient Metaphysics and Natural Phil osophy” as a thene for t
three reasons. First, it gives sone focus to the material. Philosophy include



of sub-subjects and rather than face a bewi |l dering array we shall instead foc
pertaining to the nature of the world in the broad sense. Second, the topic i
find nmost interesting, and so | hope sone of ny interest will rub off. Third,
t hat connects with the history of science, which is another good thing to | ea

Lecture Topi ¢ Handout s In
1 I ntroduction Course outline, nmap
2 Thal es/ Anaxi mander/ Anaxi menes
3 Pyt hagor as Musi c?
4 Xenophanes
5 Her acl i tus World Picti
6 Par meni des/ Mel i ssus
7 Zeno Paradox illustrations
8 Enpedocl es & vocabul ary qui z
9 Anaxagor as On Pericles
10 Leuci ppus/ Denocri t us Atomi smtimeline, study guide
11 Plato's Meno On Socrat es
12 Test #1
13 Pl at o' s Phaedo
14 Plato's Republic #1
15 Plato's Republic #2
16 Pl ato's Parnenides & voc quiz
17 Pl at o' s Theaet et us
18 Pl ato' s Ti maeus Pl atonic solids, triangles, study gu
19 Aristotle's Physics #1
20 Test #2
21 Aristotle's Physics #2
22 Aristotle's Metaphysics What is netaphysics?
23 Aristotle's On the Soul | deal i sm and Materialism
24  Aristotle's On Generation & Corruption
25 Aristotle's Meteorol ogy Anci ent chem stry??, study guide

26 Lucretius & Epicureani sm#1, vocabul ary quiz
27 Lucretius & Epicureani sm #2

28 Di scussi on Tie in
29 Buf fer Day/tutorial
30 Test #3

Cour se eval uati on
Test s 3x20%



Qui zzes 3x5%
Worl d picture project 5%
Tie in project 10%
Conduct, participation, etc. 10%

The Buffer Day is just in case | need nore tine to finish a topic or other.
not need it for that. If that's so, the class is turned into a tutorial/revie
termtest. The discussion day is to discuss your tie-in projects with your cl
Pl ease cone prepared to discuss your projects. These projects tie ancient phi
ot her disciplines in your CEGEP program Rhetoric, poetry, mathenatics, chem
religion, political thought, astronony, etc. are all suitable. Please submt
(usual style) consisting of a careful research report on your tie-in. Pick an
interesting thesis statenent, and defend it. Consult your instructor for advi
bi bl i ography itens; however, nmuch of this project is up to you. Effort and th
"see the big picture" will be the main conmponent of your grade, assuming it i
witten and interesting.

World picture project. This homework assignment is designed to help you pract
about and, if necessary, researching unfamliar topics. Please submt a typed
spaced, 12 point font, etc. etc. paper of approxinmately 1000 words on the que
you think the world is Iike in the broadest outline?" Here are some questions
spur your thoughts. Please note that you realistically do not have to answer .
even any of them these will help focus you on the sorts of details | have in
to consider. Note also that your evidence for many of these clains may be dif
by; the justification of what you hold will cone |later. More on this sort of

| ectures. As we go through this course we shall investigate these sorts of qu
historically discussed in ancient Greece. Al of the bel ow should be taken as
that ..." and the |ike.

the world is finite or infinite in tine? space?

you think the world is finite in extent, what happens if you were to go

(if there is an edge ...) and throw a rock?

* Wiat is the world made of ? What sorts of stuff are there?

Was the world created or not? By what, if it was? Howdid it cone to be (ei:
or its present form?

Is the world full everywhere, or are there places where there is nothing?

Have there al ways been humans? OQther living creatures?

What sorts of things are the sun, noon, and stars?

Are there any gods? What is their role in the world, if any?

e |s
| f



Revi ew Questions for Test #1 (of varying length and difficulty)

1. Explain the three reasons Aristotle gave for Thal es’ hypot hesis concerning
2. What do you think the point of Plato's including the fact that the nocker
his "well experience” was a "witty and attractive servant-girl"?

3. Wat is a difference between "the unbounded" and "the infinite"? Does this
under st andi ng of Axani xmander ?

4. Explain in your own words Anaxi nenes' "indifference argunent”.

5. What is an arche? What is apeiron?

6. Are the gods still believed in today anthroponorphi c? Does Xenophanes' cri-
apply?

7. Wiy do you suppose Xenophanes, Parneni des and Enpedocles wote in verse?
8. Does Parneni des use an "indifference argunent”? To what end?

9. Explain the "arrow' paradox of Zeno.

10. Explain how Zeno and Parneni des' books illustrate the thesis that Zeno in
di al ecti c.

11. What are the Enpedocl ean el ements?

12. Why was Anaxagoras accused of bl aspheny or atheisn®?

13. Was the above charge just? Discuss with reference to nous.

14. What is the evidence that Anaxagoras was interested in nutrition?

15. Discuss Anaxagoras' principle of "everything in everything” in the |ight
sci ence.

16. According to Denocritus, in what way is there really only atons and voi d?
17. How are Denocritean atons |ike nodern elenentary particles?

18. Aristotle was to argue later that Denocritus did not provide an adequate
phi | osophy on the grounds that he did not explain the origin of notion of the
criticismfair to Denocritus? Way or why not?



Revi ew Questions for Test #2 (of varying length and difficulty)

1. Wiy do the characters in the Meno inquire into what know edge is?

2. Explain why or why not you think that Socrates is portrayed as giving the

| eadi ng questions in the Meno.

3. Wiy does the Platonic Socrates in the Phaedo reject the Pythagorean viewt
a kind of attunenent?

4. Socrates was made fun of in Aristophanes’ The C ouds. Therein he's depicte
natural philosophy. Do you think this | ends support to the historical plausib
di scussion in the Phaedo that Socrates once was concerned with specul ati on ab
worl d and then gave it up? Wiy or why not?

5. Wiy does Plato think we cannot get the idea of equality fromexam ning the
senses?

6. Do you think a materialist can answer the criticismthe Platonic Socrates

Phaedo 98d-99b? How?

7. Explain how Plato relates human natures to human occupations in the Republ
8. Wiy does Pl ato have Parneni des help Socrates reject the idea that the Form
particulars that they are connected to?

9. Wiy do Socrates and Theaetetus reject the idea that perception is know edg
10. In what ways are the Platonic triangles of the Tinaeus |ike the Denocrite
what ways not ?

11. Way, according to Plato, is the universe inperfect?



Revi ew Questions for Test #3

1. It is often said that "Aristotle's |aw of notion" can be witten in nodern
formF = kv where F represents a force, k a constant representing the resista
a nediumand v is the velocity of a noving object. What features of the Arist
of notion does this account for, and what does it |eave out?

2. Wiy do you suppose Aristotle felt the need to include a | ecture on what we
"met aphysics” in his work? How does it relate to his Physics?

3. Aristotle clains that there cannot be void for any notion in it would be a
fast. What do you suppose Denocritus's response to this m ght have been if he
of giving one?

4. Wiy do you suppose Aristotle is anbival ent about the immortality of the so
5. In the works we have read, does Plato ever offer any views on the subject
Generation and Corruption? Wiy or why not?

6. Does Meteorology IV commit Aristotle to believing that the elenents can tr.
one anot her?

7. Wy does Lucretius believe religion to be harnful ?

8. How does Lucretius explain free will?

9. What is the difference in views concerning the natural notion of atons bet
and Denocritus?



